Wednesday, June 1, 2016
Kids’
Fishing
Derby gets
a boost

By Bryan Jessop

An event near and ‘deer’
to the heart of a former
Wheatley native is being
treated to a hefty show of
support.

The 13th annual South-
west Outdoors Club Kids’
Fishing Derby reeled in a
donation of an even $1,000
offered by the Quality Deer
Management Associa-
tion’s Southwestern Ontario
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Lawrence Beckett (far left) and Lou Geauvreau (far right) of the Southwestern Ontario Quality
Deer Management Association present a donation of $1,000 to the Southwest Outdoors Club’s
Ron Bell (second from left) and Larry McDonald Thursday, May 26. The money will be used to
help fund this year’s Kids’ Fishing Derby, to be held Saturday, July 9 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the

Wheatley Harbour.

branch, which represents an

area stretching from Windsor to Kitchener. The contribu-
tion was presented by the group’s lottery co-chairs Law-
rence Beckett and Lou Geauvreau to SWOC members Larry
McDonald and Ron Bell Thursday, May 26 at the Wheat-
ley Royal Canadian Legion. The gathering was a reunion
of sorts for the four, who attended school together in their
youth.

“We like to give raffle money to kids’ events and this is a
good kids’ event,” Beckett said of the Kids’ Fishing Derby.

The most local outlet of the QDMA has supported the
Southwest Outdoors Club in the past, offering half the pro-
ceeds from ticket sales the local group makes for some of
its fundraisers. As advocates of youth outdoor activities,
the association has even offered SWOC all funds generated
from some of its more successful raffles.

“They’re very kind to us,” McDonald said. “They help
everybody, and not just with the environment.”

The local QDMA has made $50,000 in donations over
the past two years, often supporting programming for chil-
dren with cancer, including Camp Trillium in Waterford. In
addition to fishing, archery and other outdoors programs,
the association has also supported the Shriners, Rotary In-

ternational clubs, the Brant

Township.

The association includes branches in Canada — where it
originated — as well as successful groups that have expand-
ed into the United States. Beyond Ontario, chapters have
been established in Quebec and the Maritimes and more re-
cently, into Manitoba and Alberta. Currently, there are about
80,000 members throughout North America. In Ontario,
the QDMA works with the Ministry of Natural Resources,
monitoring deer populations and helping the MNR establish
bylaws while serving as a conservation education group.

Beckett’s family operated a plumbing business from an
office in Wheatley situated across Erie Street from the cur-
rent Subway restaurant. Lawrence, now living in Kitchener,
frequently makes trips back to cabins he owns on Pelee Is-
land.

This year’s Kids’ Fishing Derby will take place at the
Wheatley Harbour Saturday, July 9 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The free-of-charge event will include a hot dog, pop and
chips for participating youth, who will also receive a free
toy and be entered in a draw to win one of eight new bi-
cycles. An average of 500 youths participate in each year’s
derby, which operates at a cost of about $3,500.

Graduating to survive

(Continued from page 4)

It is an eye opener when we realize that the walls we
have spent money adorning, furbishing and many times
showcasing are empty when we leave with our memo-
ries; we left a fresh palette for a new family to create their
own story within.

Like anywhere else, days can become mundane or me-
diocre on the island. Best of times can always be bet-
ter and the worst less challenging, especially if we have
friends closer to share them with. We realize the impor-
tance of community, no matter how small, and work on
fostering relationships daily.

On Saturday, Mark and the guys headed over to a near-
by island where they salvaged many things that had been
left behind as ruins: a perfect example of how things that
humans regard as invaluable items often become worth-
less when they are ready to move on. Their junk became
our ‘gold’. On their return we made plans for a cookout at
the harbour. Ham, ribs, scalloped potatoes, French green
beans and cornbread brought us together again.

Monday morning we went over our island list that in-
cludes routine maintenance and repairs, as well as short
and long-term projects. Doing this is critical for my san-
ity and probably drives Mark a little insane. The balance
that we have found somewhere between his way of doing
things and mine has been key to our survival.

Life on the island, or anywhere else, I suspect, is not a
frozen drink with an umbrella in it and graduation is not
complete when you receive your diploma!

Check out my blog at islandmanager.me

New tourism and culture
development officer for Leamington

Kyra Knapp will be joining the Municipality of Leaming-
ton’s team as the new Tourism and Culture Development
Officer.

Knapp brings skills and a breadth of tourism industry
experience to the corporation. She comes to Leamington
highly recommended and is well connected with regional
and provincial government branches.

“Kyra’s passion for tourism and the future of Leaming-
ton were clearly evident during her interview,” said Peter
Neufeld, Chief Administrative Officer. “We are excited for
Kyra to take on this key position at a pivotal time for tour-
ism in Leamington.”

Knapp starts with the municipality on Monday, June 6.

County Youth Association,
the hospital in Ingersoll and
more locally, kids’ activities
on Pelee Island. The lat-
ter has included Christmas
parties, movie nights and
pizza nights, organized in
conjunction with the Pelee
Island Sportsmen’s Club.
Such Pelee Island program-
ming has benefited from
$1,000 in donations from
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APPRECIATION EVENT.

the QDMA last year and
another $1,000 in 2014, dis-
persed through Pelee Island
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I m G g CINEMAS

www.imaginecinemas.com
NOW PLAYING JUNE 3 - JUNE9

TEENAGE MUTANT
NINJA TURTLES: OUT
OF THE SHADOWS (s
Fri 7:00 9:20
Sat 1:.00 4:00 7:00 9:15
Sun 1:00 4:00 7:00

cold read.

JUNE 11 8:00 AM TO 11:00 AM
A ROYAL BREAKFAST FEAST
Come out and celebrate HM Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday.
This is a fundraising event for The Bank Theatre's ‘Royal Throne
Project’. Event will take place at The Flamingo, Erie Shores Golf
c! Country Club. Tickets are $30 PRESOLD only. Please check
our website for more information.

JUNE 11 @ 2:00 PM
GLORIA WHITE’S JAMBOREE CONCERT

AUDITION CALL FOR 'ON GOLDEN POND'
June 12, 1:00 - 5:00 pm at The Bank Theatre
Needed: 1 male in his 70's, 1 female in her 60's, 1 male in
his 40's, 1 female 35-40, 1 male between 40-60 and 1 boy
between 12 and 17. Need a one minute monologue and a

*SALE

TRAVEL ACCESSORIES
& LUGGAGE

Receive a discount equal to
the number of years of your
CAA Membership.
Minimum 10% and
maximum 25% OFF *

Join us June 10 & 11, 2016

SNACKS & REFRESHMENTS

LIMITED-TIME

OFFER

0%

GRAND PRIZE

Mon - Thurs 7:00

K-MEN
RPOCALYPSE wrs)
Fri 6:30 9:30
sat 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30
Sun 12:30 3:30 6:30
Mon-Thurs 6:30

ANGRY BIRDS
Fri 710 9:15
Sat 1:10 4:10 7:10 9:15
Sun 110 4:10 7:10
Mon - Thurs 7:10

84 TALBOT ST E LEAMINGTON 519 326 3849

JUNE 18 @ 7:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Come out and celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Hippie
Movement with C.C. New Band. For more information contact
Ed at 519-566-3494 or Neil at 519-562-6848.

KIDS’ SUMMER CAMPS
SUMMER DRAMA CAMP will run from July 11 - 22. For
information: melinda.lewsaw@publicboard.ca.

DANCE AND DRUM CAMP for ages 8-13 will run from
July 25 - 29. To register or for more information call 519-
839-4347.

Follow The Bank Theatre on Facebook
Follow Us on Twitter @BankTheatre

www.facebook.com/TheBankTheatre
Email: banktheatre@gmail.com
Website: www.banktheatre.com

OFF

CAA TRAVEL
INSURANCE

EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISE
7-night luxury AmaWaterways

cruise for 2.
TApproximate total value of $8,500 CAD.

DOOR
CRASHER
SPECIAL"

Insurance
Travel
Roadside
Rewards

CAA Store - Leamington
140 Erie St.,, N. | 519-322-2356

No purchase necessary. For full terms & conditions and contest rules, ask a CAA Store
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